
Area Plan Assurances (42 U.S.C § 3026)
(2)	 provide assurances that an adequate proportion, as required under section 3027(a)(2) of this title, of the amount 

allotted for part B of this subchapter to the planning and service area will be expended for the delivery of each of 
the following categories of services—

(A)	 services associated with access to services (transportation, health services (including mental health services), 
outreach, information and assistance (which may include information and assistance to consumers on 
availability of services under part B and how to receive benefits under and participate in publicly supported 
programs for which the consumer may be eligible), and case management services);

(B)	 in-home services, including supportive services for families of older individuals who are victims of 
Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders with neurological and organic brain dysfunction); 1 and 

(C)	 legal assistance;
and assurances that the area agency on aging will report annually to the State agency in detail the amount of funds 
expended for each such category during the fiscal year most recently concluded;

(4)	
(A)

(i)	
(I)    provide assurances that the area agency on aging will—

(aa)	 set specific objectives, consistent with State policy, for providing services to older individuals 
with greatest economic need, older individuals with greatest social need, and older 
individuals at risk for institutional placement;

(bb)	 include specific objectives for providing services to low-income minority older individuals, 
older individuals with limited English proficiency, and older individuals residing in rural 
areas; and

(II)	 include proposed methods to achieve the objectives described in items (aa) and (bb) of subclause 
(I);

(ii)	 provide assurances that the area agency on aging will include in each agreement made with a provider 
of any service under this subchapter, a requirement that such provider will—

(I)	 specify how the provider intends to satisfy the service needs of low-income minority individuals, 
older individuals with limited English proficiency, and older individuals residing in rural areas 
in the area served by the provider;

(II)	 to the maximum extent feasible, provide services to low-income minority individuals, older 
individuals with limited English proficiency, and older individuals residing in rural areas in 
accordance with their need for such services; and

(III)   meet specific objectives established by the area agency on aging, for providing services to low-
income minority individuals, older individuals with limited English proficiency, and older 
individuals residing in rural areas within the planning and service area; and

(iii)	 with respect to the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year for which such plan is prepared—
(I)	  identify the number of low-income minority older individuals in the planning and service area;
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(II)	 describe the methods used to satisfy the service needs of such minority older individuals; and
(III)      provide information on the extent to which the area agency on aging met the objectives described 

in clause (i);
(B)	 provide assurances that the area agency on aging will use outreach efforts that will—

(i)	 identify individuals eligible for assistance under this chapter, with special emphasis on—
(I)	 older individuals residing in rural areas;
(II)	 older individuals with greatest economic need (with particular attention to low-income minority 

individuals and older individuals residing in rural areas);
(III)	 older individuals with greatest social need (with particular attention to low-income minority 

individuals and older individuals residing in rural areas);
(IV)	 older individuals with severe disabilities;
(V)	 older individuals with limited English proficiency;
(VI)	 older individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders with neurological and organic 

brain dysfunction (and the caretakers of such individuals); and
(VII)	 older individuals at risk for institutional placement; and

(ii)	 inform the older individuals referred to in subclauses (I) through (VI) of clause (i), and the caretakers 
of such individuals, of the availability of such assistance; and

(C)	 contain an assurance that the area agency on aging will ensure that each activity undertaken by the agency, 
including planning, advocacy, and systems development, will include a focus on the needs of low-income 
minority older individuals and older individuals residing in rural areas;

(5)	 provide assurances that the area agency on aging will coordinate planning, identification, assessment of needs, 
and provision of services for older individuals with disabilities, with particular attention to individuals with 
severe disabilities and individuals at risk for institutional placement, with agencies that develop or provide 
services for individuals with disabilities;

(11) provide information and assurances concerning services to older individuals who are Native Americans (referred 
to in this paragraph as “older Native Americans”), including—

(A)	 information concerning whether there is a significant population of older Native Americans in the planning 
and service area and if so, an assurance that the area agency on aging will pursue activities, including outreach, 
to increase access of those older Native Americans to programs and benefits provided under this subchapter;

(B)	 an assurance that the area agency on aging will, to the maximum extent practicable, coordinate the services 
the agency provides under this subchapter with services provided under subchapter X of this chapter; and

(C)	 an assurance that the area agency on aging will make services under the area plan available, to the same 
extent as such services are available to older individuals within the planning and service area, to older Native 
Americans;

(13) provide assurances that the area agency on aging will—
(A)	 maintain the integrity and public purpose of services provided, and service providers, under this subchapter 

in all contractual and commercial relationships;
(B)	 disclose to the Assistant Secretary and the State agency—

(i)	 the identity of each nongovernmental entity with which such agency has a contract or commercial 
relationship relating to providing any service to older individuals; and

(ii)	 the nature of such contract or such relationship;



(C)	 demonstrate that a loss or diminution in the quantity or quality of the services provided, or to be provided, 
under this subchapter by such agency has not resulted and will not result from such contract or such 
relationship;

(D)	 demonstrate that the quantity or quality of the services to be provided under this subchapter by such agency 
will be enhanced as a result of such contract or such relationship; and

(E)	 on the request of the Assistant Secretary or the State, for the purpose of monitoring compliance with this 
chapter (including conducting an audit), disclose all sources and expenditures of funds such agency receives 
or expends to provide services to older individuals;

(14) provide assurances that preference in receiving services under this subchapter will not be given by the area 
agency on aging to particular older individuals as a result of a contract or commercial relationship that is not 
carried out to implement this subchapter;

(15) provide assurances that funds received under this subchapter will be used—
(A)	 to provide benefits and services to older individuals, giving priority to older individuals identified in 

paragraph (4)(A)(i); and
(B)	 in compliance with the assurances specified in paragraph (13) and the limitations specified in section 3020c 

of this title.

Full source: 
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2009-title42/pdf/USCODE-2009-title42-chap35-subchapIII-partA-
sec3026.pdf
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