
 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Iowa Commission on Aging – in person and Zoom 
Thursday, September 9, 2022 10:00am 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 
Chairman Jenkins called the meeting to order at 10:03am. 
 
Roll Call 
Roll call was taken by Executive Secretary Meredith Saltzman. 
 
Members Present: 
Chairman Willard Jenkins, Commissioner Carole Dunkin, Commissioner Steve Van Oort, Commissioner Joel Wulf, as 
well as non-voting, ex-officio member Senator Amanda Regan. 
 
Others present: 
Director Linda Miller, Dax Oberreuter, Meredith Saltzman, Brian Majeski, Christel Oberbroeckling, Gaetano Iaccarino, 
Lora Vargason, Sara Johnston, Elizabeth Fridley, Eugenia Kendall, Zach Rhein, Alexandra Bauman, Shan Sasser, Bob 
Welsch, Patty Funaro, Kris Bell, Kelly Butts-Elston, Dylan Keller, Katie Mulford, Laura Ingleby, Barb Werning, Shelly Sindt, 
and Jodi Presswood. 
 
Approve Agenda and Minutes 
Chairman Jenkins called for a motion to approve the meeting agenda as presented. Commissioner Wulf 
motioned and Commissioner Dunkin seconded. The motion carried unanimously. Chairman Jenkins called for a 
motion to approve the minutes of the June 9th meeting. Commissioner Van Oort motioned and Senator Regan 
seconded. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 IDA Director Update:         DIRECTOR LINDA MILLER 

Realignment: The Iowa Department on Aging (IDA) will be joining the umbrella of Iowa Health and Human Services 
(HHS) as its 10th division. All of us at IDA are excited for the opportunity to blend and braid services, especially 
home and community-based services for seniors. We are currently planning a stakeholder engagement meeting 
to talk about the logistics of how realignment will look, as well as how to maximize our abilities. We will be sending 
invitations for remote and in person sessions. Everyone in attendance is on the list. We welcome all suggestions, 
criticisms and ideas. 

 
Master Plan on Aging: For the past eighteen months we have been working on a strategy for a Master Plan on 
Aging (MPA). Seven states have done this already. It is a ten-year plan for what we want the aging space to look 
like. The MPA will cover all components – transportation, caregiver services, nutrition – among other things, rather 
than only looking at the Older Americans Act (OAA). It is a strategic vision for our state and the Governor’s office is 
leading efforts. This provides legislators with the opportunity to see what we are putting together.  
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New Staff Introductions:        IDA STAFF 
Christel Oberbroeckling, Administrative Assistant II; Gaetano Iaccarino, Secretary II; Elizabeth Fridley, Health 
Promotion Director; and Sara Johnston and Lora Vargason, both new members of the fiscal team, were 
introduced. 

 
 Administrative Rules – Technical Change:      DAX OBERREUTER 

House File 803, 2022 Acts, made changes to allow physician assistants to perform duties that are within their 
scope of practice, but which statute or rule only allowed physicians or other specified medical professionals to 
perform. Division II of the legislation directed the agency to amend code section 7.18 to reference both physicians 
and physician assistants. This proposed rulemaking brings the Department into compliance with the changes to 
Iowa Code 17A.Chairman Jenkins called for a motion to approve the Administrative Rules technical change as 
presented. Commissioner Wulf motioned and Commissioner Dunkin seconded. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
End of Year Data:         SHAN SASSER 
Shan Sasser provided a high-level overview on what our data looked like this year. She discussed the impact that 
COVID had on our services to help provide context for the numbers we saw this year. During the pandemic, 
innovations and pilot projects were initiated to help adjust service delivery to meet the needs and avoid disruption 
of services to older Iowans as much as possible. IDA and Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) continue to target those at 
the highest need and at the highest risk of institutional placement. Collaboration is needed for systemic issues – 
these issues can be addressed through a coordinated MPA rather than only through OAA. 

 
Public Comment:  
Bob Welsch commented that the Older Iowans Legislature is meeting on September 26th in person and via Zoom 
regarding sharing its vision for the next four years on meeting the needs of older Iowans. Chairman Jenkins 
commented on concerns of labor shortage throughout the state of Iowa. Commissioner Wulf commented on the 
incredible occupational therapy advancements St. Ambrose University has been accomplishing by way of 
technology for adults. Commissioner Wulf presented the question of whether anything could be done by 
introducing technology to address issues from worker shortages.  

Adjournment 
Chairman Jenkins called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Wulf motioned and was seconded 
by Commissioner Dunkin. The Iowa Commission on Aging adjourned at 11:37am.



 

 

 


